How to Set Up a Dual Monitor Display on a Laptop

Step by Step Instructions

Step 1: Position and Prepare Your Devices

® Place your external monitor next to your laptop on
a stable and flat surface.

® Plug in the monitor’s power cable to turn it on.
® Make sure both screens are easy to view and the

cables can reach.

Step 2: Connect the Cable

® Insert one end of the HDMI or USB-C cable into
your laptop’s video port.
e Connect the other end to the corresponding port

on your monitof.

® You should see the monitor display a “No Signal”

message indicating it’s ready.
Step 3: Open Display Settings

e Using Windows, right click on the desktop and
select Display settings.
® This allows you to control how your screens are

arranged.

Step 4: Detect the Second Display

® Your laptop should automatically detect the external monitor.
e Ifit doesn’t then click the Detect button inside the settings.
e Wiait a few seconds for the display to show.



e Note: If your monitor connects automatically you can skip this step.
Step 5: Arrange Your Displays

® You will see two numbered rectangles
representing your laptop and monitor. N =

® C(lick and drag them to match your actual - |
setup.

e Tip: If your cursor moves in the opposite
direction of your actual layout, drag the

rectangles to the opposite sides and click
Apply.

Step 6: Choose Display Mode e

® Duplicate: Shows the same image on both screens. IR,

@ New

e Extend: Expands your workspace across both

-
monitors.

/ Personalize

® Second screen only: Uses only the monitor. ]

E7 Show more options shift+F10

Step 7: Adjust Resolution & Scale (Optional)

e Scroll down to Display Resolution and choose the best settings for your
monitor.

® You can also adjust Scale to make text and icons easier

Tip: Use the recommended option for the best image quality.
Step 8: Confirm and Test the Setup

® Click Apply to save your settings.
® Move your mouse across both screens to make sure the alignment feels good.

® Open a couple windows and drag them across the screens to confirm.



Reflection

Writing out and testing this instruction set taught me a lot more than I expected. At
first I thought setting up a dual monitor would be simple to explain but once I started
writing out the steps I realized how easy it was to overlook the small details that
beginners might need. Having my dad and younger brother test the instructions really
helped me see things from different perspectives. My dad moved through everything
pretty quickly but felt like he needed reassurance. On the other hand my brother
needed some more guidance I feel like. I also learned how important visuals are, the
images made a difference since the testers said they did rely on them. After testing it
out and adding some better wording and explanations so it made it feel more
complete and easy to follow. Overall the project showed me that good instructions
aren’t just about being technically correct. It’s about making the instructions clear and
triendly so that everyone understands.



